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I^fnts for Ceacljers 



By B. L. UUman, University of Iowa 

[The aim of tliis department is to furnish liigh-school teachers of Latin with mate- 
rial which will be of direct and immediate help to them in the class-room. Teachers are 
requested to send questions about their teaching problems to B. L. UUman, Iowa 
City, Iowa. Replies to such questions as appear to be of general interest will be 
published in this department. Others will, as far as possible, be answered by mail. 
Teachers are also asked to send to the same address short paragraphs deahng with 
teaching devices, methods, and materials which they have found helpful. These will 
be published with due credit if they seem useful to others.] 

Latin for English 

Latin may function not merely in the field of English vocabulary but 
also in that of English grammar. We have in the past taught a great deal of 
Latin grammar and we have drilled on it incessantly through recitation of 
rules, through questions on text and through composition. We have often 
failed, however, to make the Latin grammar as helpful for English as we 
could. I believe that it is helpful in many cases without any special effort 
of the teacher to make it so: we have all heard pupils say that they never 
understood English grammar until they had studied Latin. But we can 
increase the amount of help and the percentage of pupils helped by careful 
attention to content and method. The former is less important, for we are 
sure to include in our teaching almost every Latin construction which has a 
bearing on English. The method is more important. The Latin construction 
and its English parallel must be studied side by side, by a comparative 
method. 

One of the things being attempted in the Classical Survey undertaken 
by the American Classical League is an experiment in teaching Latin gram- 
mar in such a way as to improve the pupil's knowledge of the principles of 
English grammar and his ability to translate those principles into correct 
usage. I am very anxious to have teachers write me what methods they 
have found useful for this purpose, so that all information possible may be 
available for the experiment. 

Moving Pictures 

Moving pictures are now recognized educational instruments of very 
high potential value. More and more schools are providing themselves 
with the necessary equipment. It will not be long before the number will be 
as large as that of the schools equipped with stereopticons. An unfortimate 
development has hindered the rapid spread of the moving picture in the 
schools. The films used in the theatres of this country are inflammable, 
which makes them somewhat dangerous for school use, though the newer 
machines reduce the danger to a minimum. There is available, however, a 
non-inflammable (or rather, slow-burning) film, which is more expensive than 
the ordinary kind. In France, the use of the inflammable film is prohibited 

280 



HINTS FOR TEACHERS 281 

by law, I believe. In this country some firms have used it for educational 
purposes, but in a smaller size. Teachers are warned against machines and 
films of the smaller, non-standard size for the simple reason that it is impos- 
sible to obtain a sufficient number of subjects. There are none at all in the 
Latin field. 

Producers have been chiefly concerned with professional theatres and 
have paid little attention to the educational field, which many of them do 
not understand. One result has been the loss of a large number of films 
which had served their purpose in the theatres but which in whole or in part 
would have permanent educational value. I have found it impossible to 
obtain some films I used years ago. Furthermore, some theatrical produc- 
tions contain bits of educational value which cannot be segregated and devoted 
to school use. For example, the screen version of Hall Caine's The Eternal 
City contains some fine views of the Roman Forum, Colosseum, etc. 

I think that I was the first to point out in print the value of moving 
pictures for the teaching of Latin and Greek (in an editorial in the Classical 
Weekly, VIII [1915], 201-02). Reference may also be made to my article on 
The Latin of the Future, Classical Journal, XIV, 317. Other brief references 
are Classical Weekly, XIV, 70 (by G. D. Hadzsits) and XIV, 79, 104 (by 
Charles Knapp; comments on No. 9 below). 

Subjects that are particularly helpful for use in Latin teaching are 
dramatizations of ancient stories and history, and views of places of Classical 
interest. We are just beginning to get suitable material. The dramatizations 
available at present are all professional, with the exception of the Aeneid 
picture mentioned below. In 1919 I prophesied that the Aeneid would no 
doubt soon be available in moving pictures. The prophecy was fulfilled the 
following year. The time will come when we shall have many such pictures. 

Below I give the names of such films as seem especially suitable for 
school use. If no machine is available in the school, a theatre may be rented 
or even obtained free on an afternoon or Saturday morning. For the longer 
pictures admission may be charged and a profit made for the school. A reel 
contains 1000 feet of film or less and takes twelve to fifteen minutes to run 
off. I should be grateful for additions to the list. 

1. Julius Caesar. Six reels. A biography of Caesar. Scenes in Gaul. 

2. Spartacus. Eight reels. Revolt of the slaves. 

3. Last Days of Pompeii. Six reels. From the novel by Bulwer-Lytton. 

4. Quo Vadis. Eight reels. From the novel by Sienkiewicz. Temporarily 

not available for school use because out on theatrical circuit. 

5. Antony and Cleopatra. Eight reels. This is suitable for school use, 

whereas the Theda Bara Cleopatra is not. 

6. Friends, Romans and Leo. One reel. A modernized burlesque of Julius 

Caesar. Unobjectionable as a "comedy" but not highly entertaining. 

7. Cabiria. Scenario by Gabriele d'Annunzio. Third century B. C, Rome 

and Carthage. Hannibal crossing the Alps. Siege of a city; a fine 
testudo. 

8. Theodora. From the play by Sardou. Deals with Byzantium in the 

fifth century A. D. Probably not available for school use at 
present. New. 
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9. The Descent into Avernus. Two reels. Filmed from a dramatic version 
of the sixth book of the Aeneid presented by students of the Girls' 
High School, Atlanta, Ga. 

10. In the Days of Nero. One reel. Made in France. Nero's attempts to 

murder Britannicus. 

11. A Grecian Vase. One reel. A sculptor dreams of "the glory that was 

Greece." Classic dances. 

12. Mark Handy. A short burlesque of the Theda Bara Cleopatra. Said to 

be a clever and unobjectionable "comedy." 

Iv^. The Odyssey. Some years ago I saw a short version of the Odyssey, made 

abroad. It was good, though the titles were poorly translated. The 

Polyphemus episode was especially good. Unfortunately it is not 

available at present. Deliverance, a George Kleine film about Helen 

Keller, originally contained about 1000 feet of Homer, chiefly the 

story of Odysseus and Circe. Not now available, but Mr. Kleine 

promises to make it so later. 

14. Oresteia. Portions of the play by Aeschylus as given by students of 

Cambridge University, England. Not yet available. 

Nos. 1-S, 7, 8 are large spectacles produced in Italy and are more accurate 

archaeologically than pictures made in this country. I can recommend them 

very strongly (except No. 8 which I have not seen but which is probably 

worth while and unobjectionable) as interesting and stirring pictures which 

young and old will enjoy and as valuable media for conveying and impressing 

facts about ancient life and history. This is especially true of No. 1, which 

is of the greatest educational value and takes first place among Classical 

films. Music should be used with all of these. I have not seen No. 9 but it 

is highly commended by a number of teachers and by others, including 

Professor Knapp. I have not seen Nos. 10-14 either. 

The distributors and rental prices of the films are given below. Nos. 1-6 
are distributed by George Kleine, 116 S. Michigan Av., Chicago, 111., or 145 
W. 45th St., New York. Nos. 1, 2, 3, 5 rent at $25.00 per day, No. 6 at $2.50. 
But a special arrangement has been made for distributing Nos. 1, 2, 3, 5 as a 
result of a successful experiment in circuiting No. 1 in Iowa schools last year 
with the cooperation of the Latin department of the University of Iowa. 
Prints of one or more of these films are being placed in one educational insti- 
tution of a state for distribution in that state at the rate, usually, of $20.00. 
Special rates are quoted for several days' showings. In the following states 
the Extension Division of the State University may be addressed: California, 
Florida, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Montana, Oklahoma, Oregon, 
Utah, Wisconsin. In other states the films are handled as follows: 
Mississippi: Agricultural College, C. M. Tingle. 
North Dakota: Agricultural College, Fargo, A. P. Hollis. 
Ohio: Ohio University, Athens, V. D. Hill. 
Washington: State College, Pullman, F. F. Nalder. 
Pending extension of this system the above institutions are authorized 
to ship into neighboring states. 

No. 7 is distributed by Associated First National Producers Inc., 6 W. 
48th St., New York. No. 8 is distributed by Goldwyn, No. 12 by Pathfi. 
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For No. 9 address Miss Jessie Muse, Girls' High School, Atlanta, Ga.; rental, 
$35.00 where no admission is charged, or one-half the receipts, with a guaran- 
tee of $15.00, where admission is charged. If three or more schools in a 
certain territory can use the film in a week's time, the charges are reduced 
to $25.00 and $10.00 respectively. Nos. 10 and 11 are distributed by the 
Atlas Educational Film Co., Uli South Boul., Oak Park, 111., at $1.25 each. 
Nos. 13 and 14 are not available at present, but I am negotiating for them. 
No. 14 will be brought to this country if financial arrangements can be made. 
Negotiations are also under way for views of places of Classical interest. 

Out of some fifty large photographs (8x10 in.) of scenes taken while 
Julius Caesar (No. 1) was being produced I selected twelve which seemed 
most important educationally. Some of these views are not preserved in the 
moving picture. Mr. Kleine has kindly consented to sell the set of twelve 
at cost, $1.50. They should be in every school. It is not out of place to add 
that Mr. Kleine is a warm friend of the Classics. 

Third Semester Latin 

In the December number I suggested that the beginning work be extended 
to the third semester. In the same number Professor Nutting also urged 
the adoption of this practice and mentioned its growing popularity. Just 
after I sent my material in a teacher wanted information on the most perplex- 
ing point: what easy graded reading was available and desirable for the third 
half-year. I am free to confess that I do not think that we have met the diffi- 
culty in the best possible manner. In the meantime teachers are asked to 
give their fellow-teachers the benefit of their experience. 

Conundrums 

Where are the conundrums for which I asked in the October number? 

Nonsense Rhymes 

In the Classical Club or on other occasions a few nonsense rhymes are 
often enjoyable and even instructive. Dr. E. S. McCartney of Northwestern 
University supplies the following: 

POPULAR IN SOCIETY 
There was a young lover much prized 
Who by Thisbe was quite idolized: 

When his clothes were found bloody, 

She said in a study, 
"I think that he's been lionized." 

Latin Composition 

The idea of free composition discussed in the last issue of the "Hints" 
suggests the school Latin newspaper and other printed vehicles for the work 
of the pupils. The advantage of such vehicles is that they are an incentive 
to the students and greatly increase the interest. The disadvantage comes 
from the danger of acquiring an incorrect or unimportant vocabulary and 
peculiar syntax. 
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From the Los Angeles High School come two numbers of Nuntius, 
a small four-page paper published semi-monthly by the Classical students 
under the general direction (but without the editing) of Mr. Walter A. 
Edwards. Much of the material is in English, including news, translations, 
short essays, as on Roman trade, theatres, etc., but there are also Latin 
poems, jokes, news stories, including two about football games. The Latin 
is often impossible: "exchangam cum hoc libellum." But one must not 
expect perfection. I should think such newspaper contributions could be 
graded and credited as composition work. There are some very clever things: 
a "Dictionary of a Romarican" containing such items as "clam — a chowder, 
cepi — a form of punishment used in the army;" a parody on the beginning 
of the first oration against Catiline; several poems. Altogether they are very 
creditable performances. 

The High School for Boys, Reading, Pa., under the direction of the Latin 
teacher, Mr. G. E. Kramlich, got out a twelve-page illustrated pamphlet in 
Latin containing for the most part paragraph essays on such topics as the 
Forum, the Latin language, the Rostra, the Acropolis, the school. These 
are in effect free compositions. The printing of the pamphlet was an incentive 
and a reward. Where such printing is impossible the best compositions may 
be exhibited on the bulletin board. 

Books for the Library 

Acting on request I give the following Hst of books on Latin language, 
literature, customs, etc., intended primarily for a college library, but many 
items of which, especially those marked *, are suitable for a high-school 
library as well. There are some omissions, however, of important high-school 
books which may be listed at another time. It is difficult to make up such 
lists, as the judgment even of an individual as to the relative importance of 
certain books varies from day to day. No doubt many will wonder why cer- 
tain items are included and others omitted. There is, I think, good reason 
for including those mentioned, but others are doubtless entitled to inclu- 
sion. The quotations are from 1921 lists but prices are fluctuating con- 
stantly. If no publisher is named the book is published abroad and may be 
secured through an importer, such as G. E. Stechert & Co., 151 W. 2Sth St., 
New York. If the pubUsher is named but not the price, the book is out of 
print and must be obtained at second-hand, as through Stechert. The 
following abbreviations are used: A. =D. Appleton & Co.; A. & B. = AUyn & 
Bacon; A. B. C. =American Book Co.; D. =E. P. Button & Co.; G. =Ginn & 
Co.; H. =D. C. Heath & Co.; J. H.= Johns Hopkins Press, Baltimore; 
L. = Longmans, Green & Co.; O. = Oxford University Press, N. Y.; P. =G. P. 
Putnam's Sons; S. = Charles Scribner's Sons; S. F. = Scott, Foresman & Co.; 
St. =G. E. Stechert & Co. 

Dictionaries and General Works 

♦Harper's Latin Dictionary (Lewis and Short). A. B. C. $10.00. 
*Smith, W., English-Latin Dictionary. 

*Harper's Dictionary of Classical Literature and Antiquities (Peck). A. B. C. 
$8.00. 
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Smith, W., Dictionary of Greek and Roman Geography. 2 vols. 

Smith, W., Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and Mythology. 3 vols. 

Smith, W., Dictionary of Greek and Roman Antiquities, ed. 3. 
*Sandys, J E., Companion to Latin Studies, ed. 3. M. $9.00. 
*Schreiber, T., Atlas of Classical Antiquities. M. $10.00. 
*Kiepert, H., Atlas Antiquus. 

Literature 
*Mackail, J. W., Latin Literature. S. $1.75. 
♦Duff, J. W., A Literary History of Rome. S. $.5.50. 

Sellar, W. Y., Roman Poets of the Republic, ed. 3. 0. $4.75. 
*Sellar, W. Y., Poets of the Augustan Age, Virgil, ed. 3. O. $4.75. 

Sellar, W. Y., Poets of the Augustan Age, Horace and the Elegiac Poets, ed. 2. 
O. $4.75. 

D'Alton, J. F., Horace and His Age. L. $2.40. 

Allinson, A. C. E., Roads from Rome. M. 

Summers, W. C, The Silver Age of Latin Literature. 

Smith, K. F., Martial the Epigrammatist and Other Essays. J. H. $2.00. 
*Dimsdale, M. S., A History of Latin Literature. A. $2.50. 

Tayler, H., Cicero, ed. 2. A. C. McClurg & Co., Chicago. $5.00. 
*Petersson, T., Cicero. University of California Press. $5.00. 
*Boissier, G., Cicero and His Friends. 
♦Glover, T. R., Vergil. M. 

Gordon, G. S., English Literature and the Classics. O. $3.40. 

(Harrison, F.), Roman Farm Management; The Treatises of Cato and Varro — 
with Notes, by a Virginia Farmer. M. |2.50. 

Language 

Lindsay, W. M., The Latin Language. O. $11.25. 

Lindsay, W. M., A Short Historical Latin Grammar, ed. 2. 0. $3.00. 
♦Bennett, C. E., The Latin Language. A. & B. $1.40. 
♦Gildersleeve & Lodge, Latin Grammar. H. $2.00. 
♦Lane, G. M., A Latin Grammar. A. B. C. $1.80. 
♦AUen & Greenough, New Latin Grammar. G. $1.60. 
♦Hale & Buck, Latin Grammar. Atkinson, Mentzer & Co., Chicago. $1.60. 

Sturtevant, E. H., Linguistic Change. University of Chicago Press. $1.00. 

Giles, P., A Short Manual of Comparative Philology for Classical Students. M. 
*Weise, O., Language and Character of the Roman People. 

History and Government 

♦Heitland, W. E., The Roman Republic. 3. vols. 

♦Mommsen, T., History of Rome. 4 vols. Everyman's Library. D. $5.40. 
*FeiieTo, G., Greatness and Decline of Rome. 5 vols. $17.50. Cheaper edition, 
$10.00. 

Jones, H. S., The Roman Empire. P. $2.50. 
♦Stobart, J. C, The Grandeur That Was Rome. 

Jones, H. S., Companion to Roman History. 0. $8.00. 

Frank, T., Roman Imperialism. M. $3.00. 

Frank, T., Economic History of Rome. J. H. $2.50. 
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Ferrero, G., The Women of the Caesars. The Century Co. $3.00. 
*Abbott, F. F., Roman Political Institutions, ed. 3. G. $2.00. 
Taylor, T. M., A Constitutional and Political History of Rome. ed. 4. 

Manners and Customs 

♦Johnston, H. W., The Private Life of the Romans. S. F. $2.00. 
*Fowler, W. W., Social Life at Rome in the Age of Cicero. M. $3.00. 

Tucker, T. G., Life in the Roman World of Nero and St. Paul. M. $3.50. 
*Friedlander, L., Roman Life and Manners under the Early Empire. 4 vols. 
D. $14.00 

Saunders, C, Costume in Roman Comedy. Columbia University Press. $1.50. 

Dill, S., Roman Society from Nero to Marcus Aurelius. ed. 2. M. $6.00. 

Dill, S., Roman Society in the Last Century of the Western Empire, ed. 2. M. 

$4.00. 
*Abbott, F. F., Society and Politics in Ancient Rome. S. $2.00. 
*Abbott, F. F., The Common People of Ancient Rome. S. $2.00. 
*Wilkins, A. S., Roman Education. M. $1.20. 

Religion and Mythology 

Carter, J. B., The Religion of Numa. M. 

Carter, J. B., The Religious Life of Ancient Rome. H. M. $3.00. 

Fowler, W. W., The Roman Festivals of the Period of the Republic. M. $2.75. 

Fowler, W. W., The Religious Experience of the Roman People. M. $6.00. 

FowhTjW.W., Roman Ideas of Deity. M. $2.25. 
*Gayley, C. M., Classic Myths in English Literature, ed. 2. G. $1.92. 
♦Fairbanks, A., The Mythology of Greece and Rome. A. $2.00. 

Inscriptions and Manuscripts 

Egbert, J. C, Introduction of the Study of Latin Inscriptions. A. B. C. $4.00. 
Sandys, J. E., Latin Epigraphy. M. $4.40. 
♦Johnston, H. W., Latin Manuscripts. S. F. 
Hall, F. W., A Companion to Classical Texts. 0. $3.80. 

Art and Archaeology 

♦Lanciani, R., Wanderings in the Roman Campagna. H. M. 
♦Lanciani, R., New Tales of Old Rome. H. M. $7.50. 

Lanciani, R., The Ruins and Excavations of Ancient Rome. H. M. $6.50. 
*Lanciani, R., Ancient Rome in the Light of Recent Discoveries. H. M. $7.50. 
*Lanciani, R., The Roman Forum. 
*Huelsen, C, The Roman Forum, ed. 2. St. 
♦Plainer, S. P., Topography and Monuments of Ancient Rome. ed. 2. A. & B. 

$3.00. 
♦Mau & Kelsey, Pompeii, Its Life and Art. ed. 2. M. 

Herschel, C, Frontinus and the Water Supply of the City of Rome. L. $6.50. 
♦Walters, H. B., The Art of the Romans. M. 
♦Strong, A., Roman Sculpture. 2 vols. 
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Questions and Answers 

Where can I find a satisfactory English translation of the Athenian epkebic 
oath? I want to have it etched on a copper plate for a war memorial. 

The oath is found in Stobaeus and Pollux. A translation may be found 
in Monroe's Source Book of the History of Education for the Greek and Roman 
Period, p. 33, and in Botsford and Sihler's Hellenic Civilization, p. 479. 
Better than these is one in the Classical Journal, XIII, p. 499, by J. W. 
Taylor, in the course of an interesting article on the subject. I oSer a new 
translation as follows; 

I will not disgrace my hallowed weapons, I will not desert my comrade in arms. I 
will fight for our religion and for our national life, by myself as well as with many. I 
will give heed to the judges in office. I will obey the laws now in force and such others 
as may hereafter be put in force by the common will of the majority. If any one seek 
to destroy the laws or fail to obey them, I will not submit but will fight him by myself 
and with my fellow-citizens. I will honor the religion of my fathers. In witness 
whereof I call upon the gods, Agraulus, Enyahus, Ares, Zeus, Thallo, Auxo, Hegemone. 

Where did the Congressional Committee that devised the Great Seal of the 
United States in 1781 get the motto "E plurihus unum"? 

No absolutely positive answer can be given. Preble's History of the Flag 
of the United States of America (1880), pp. 694 ff., has a long discussion of 
the matter. The phrase was probably taken from the Gentleman's Magazine, 
which bore it from 1 731 on and which was a popular periodical in the Colonies. 
Its ultimate origin is uncertain, but it has been pointed out that in the More- 
turn (vs. 104), a poem ascribed to Virgil, the phrase "color est e pluribus 
unus" occurs. 



